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July In-Person Meeting
Summer Postcard Action

Guantanamo -Toffiq al-Bhihani

Welcome 

I hope everyone is well and have enjoyed some summer activities.  We are planning to meet in person 
and this month’s focus is on a postcard action and Guantanamo prisoners. 

Summer Post Card Action: Leonard Peltier and Rocky Myers

Amnesty has launched a summer postcard action in support of two prisoners we have written in support
of for years. Details are on page 2.

Guantanamo:   Toffiq al-Bihani and UN Report

Toffiq al-Bihani is one of 17 prisoners at Guantanamo that have been cleared for release.  See details on
page 3 and a sample letter on page 4. An Amnesty press release concerning a UN report on 
Guantanamo is on page 5.

Ukraine: Cluster Munitions

Amnesty’s response to the decision to send cluster munitions to Ukraine is on page 6.

Amnesty International Group 524

Meeting Schedule: Third Tuesday of the month, at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting Location: The Commons Residence  Providence Heights

       9000 Babcock Blvd.

Contact John Belch (joheb@aol.com or 412-766-1894) for more information
on material in this mailing, or visit the Amnesty USA web site (www.amnestyusa.org)
and Group 39’s Amnesty Pittsburgh web site (www.amnestypgh.org).
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The military detention facility at 
Guantánamo Bay is a glaring, 
longstanding stain on the human 
rights record of the United States. 
Today, it continues to hold 30 
Muslim men, most without facing 
charges or a trial. Many, like Toffiq
al-Bihani, were tortured by the 
U.S. government. And Toffiq, 
along with 16 other detainees, has 
been cleared for transfer to other 
countries, yet he remains behind 
bars without charge or trial

President Biden has a critical 
window of opportunity to end these
ongoing abuses by closing the 
detention center before the end of 
his term.

Help us close Guantánamo and 
ensure the transfer of all cleared 
detainees to countries where their 
human rights will be respected.

On the following page is a sample 
letter to Secretary of State Blinken 
calling for Toffiq’s release.
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Secretary Antony Blinken 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Secretary Blinken, 

I urge you to immediately arrange for the transfer of Toffiq al-Bihani, who has been detained at 
Guantánamo without charge or fair trial since 2003. The US government has long since made it clear 
that it has no intention of charging him, and he has been cleared for transfer since 2010. I urge you to 
transfer him to a country where he will be safe and his human rights will be respected. 

The US government’s use of indefinite detention without charge as a response to 9/11 must be brought 
to an end. 

Guantánamo is an all-too-easy location for future abuses to occur. This detention facility should be shut
down once and for all. 

I urge you to help lay the groundwork for a lawful solution for the detainees still held at Guantánamo. 
There should be a fair judicial resolution for those charged with crimes; all others should be transferred
to other countries where they will be safe. Those who suffered torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment must receive genuine access to rehabilitation and redress. Those responsible for 
torture and enforced disappearance must be brought to justice in fair trials without recourse to the death
penalty. 

Sincerely, 
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UN Special Rapporteur’s findings reinforce 
urgent need to close Guantánamo and provide 
redress for past and present detainees

June 26, 2023

In response to a report presented today by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection 
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism about the detention facility 
at the US Naval Station at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, Amnesty International’s Secretary General Agnès 
Callamard said:
“The findings presented today highlight the urgent need for President Biden to finally close the 
detention facility at the Guantánamo Bay military base, and to end the unlawful practice of indefinite 
detention without charge or trial.

“The scathing report reviews more than 21 years of indefinite detention for 780 Muslim men and boys, 
and the myriad human rights violations against them.

“Very few of these men have ever been charged with a crime, and absolutely none have faced a fair 
trial. It is well past time to demand the closure of the prison, accountability from US officials, and 
reparations for the torture and other ill-treatment that the detainees have suffered at the hands of the US
government. There remains a shocking lack of access to justice for those currently or previously 
detained – and many have complex and untreated healthcare needs as a result of their ill-treatment.

“The military commissions created for Guantánamo Bay detainees, including those alleged to have 
planned or assisted the September 11 attacks, have been a complete failure through which the United 
States government has intentionally skirted US and international law and abused the rights of those still
imprisoned at the facility – jeopardizing the rights of survivors and families of victims of the 
September 11 attacks to receive justice.

“Amnesty International applauds the Special Rapporteur for conducting the technical visit and 
acknowledges that this is the first time a UN Rapporteur has been allowed to conduct such an in-depth 
visit.”
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Amnesty International Opposes the Transfer of 
Cluster Munitions to the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine

July 6, 2023

Responding to reports that the Biden Administration is planning to transfer cluster munitions to the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, Daniel Balson, Amnesty International USA’s Advocacy Director for Europe 
and Central Asia said:

“Amnesty International USA opposes this proposed move. Cluster munitions are an indiscriminate 
weapon that presents a grave threat to civilian lives, even long after a conflict has ended. Their transfer 
and use by any country under any circumstances is incompatible with international law.”

“The Biden Administration must understand that any decision enabling the broader use of cluster 
bombs in this war will likely lead to one predictable outcome: the further death of civilians.”

“The Convention on Cluster Munitions, which entered into force on August 1 2010, and has over 100 
states parties, bans the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of cluster munitions. The strong global 
consensus against these devastating and inherently indiscriminate weapons is no accident. Many 
systems have an extraordinarily high “dud” rate, up to 20 percent, contaminating large areas with 
ordnance for years or even decades.”
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