Skeikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Crown Prince Court
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud Street

P.O. Box 124
Abu Dhabi

United Arab Emirates

Your Excellency,

On 7 September 2019, human rights defender and prisoner of conscience Ahmed Mansoor began a hunger strike to protest his prison conditions. In response, prison guards beat him, and his health has deteriorated both physically and psychologically. Since his arrest on 20 March 2017,  Ahmed has been held continuously in solitary confinement, which is considered torture by the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. He has also been denied a mattress, access to books, and to be permitted to go out in a yard to exercise and be exposed to sun light.

I respectfully ask you to release Ahmed Mansoor immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience detained solely for peacefully exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association, including through his human rights work. Furthermore, I call on you to ensure that prison conditions for all prisoners in the United Arab Emirates comply with international standards.

Sincerely,

