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December and January Meetings 
 

In December, as always, Group 39’s annual Write for Rights event will be taking the place of 

our group’s regular monthly meeting.  That date is Monday, December 9th.  The event will run 

from 6:00 to 9:00, and will be held at the usual location – Calvary Episcopal Church.  Details – 

including the street address of the church – can be found in the event announcement on Page 2.  

Next month, as you can see above, we will meet on Tuesday, January 21st, at our usual time 

and location. 

 

This month’s newsletter is being sent out early, in order to serve as a reminder to join us 

at the Write for Rights gathering, which is the Pittsburgh component of Amnesty International’s 

worldwide ‘Write for Rights’ action. 

 

For ‘Write for Rights 2019’, Amnesty sent out 10 cases for groups around the world to focus on.  

The target countries are:  Belarus, Canada, China, Egypt, Greece, Iran Mexico, Nigeria, 

Philippines, and South Sudan. 

 

In October the China case was our letter-writing opportunity.  In November, we had the case 

targeting the government of Greece.  This month we focus on Egypt, calling for information 

about Ibrahim Ezz El-Din, a human rights worker who was abducted by four security officers 

on June 11, 2019.  Egyptian officials will not even tell his family where he is being held.  

The case sheet material can be found on Pages 3 and 4, and on Page 5 is a model letter. 

 

We hope you can join us at Calvary Episcopal Church on December 9th, to add your efforts 

to the work of thousands of Amnesty letter-writers around the world.  See you there! 
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Pittsburgh:  Group 39’s Write for Human Rights Event 
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Egypt:  2019 Write for Rights Case 
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Egypt:  2019 Write for Rights Case (continued) 
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Egypt:  2019 Write for Rights Case (continued) 
 

In early October, AIUSA made available to local groups the Write for Rights case material.  

As noted in our October newsletter, this enables our group to use one case per month in our 

Oct/Nov/Dec/Jan newsletters, in addition to the letters written at the Write for Rights event. 

 

We have been unable to determine why AIUSA no longer includes a copy to the country’s 

Washington embassy in the sample letters that are distributed, but the early release of the case 

material gives us plenty of time to make that addition to each sample letter.  Here is the letter 

appealing to the government of Egypt in behalf of Ibrahim Ezz El-Din. 

 

 

Public Prosecutor Nabil Sadek 

Office of the Public Prosecutor 

Madinat al-Rehab 

Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt  

 

Dear Sir: 

 

I am concerned for the life and safety of Human Rights researcher, Ibrahim Ezz El-Din. 

 

On the evening of 11 June 2019, Ibrahim was walking home when four security officers 

dressed in plain clothes surrounded him and arrested him.  When Ibrahim’s family and lawyers 

asked where he was, police denied that he was ever detained.  

 

Ibrahim is the fifth person linked with his organization, the Egyptian Commission for Rights and 

Freedoms, to have been arrested in just three years.  Hundreds like Ibrahim have been forcibly 

disappeared.  They are held in secret detention for months, without ever being brought to trial 

and with no access to their lawyers or families and no external judicial oversight, putting them 

at a higher risk of torture and mistreatment. 

 

Many have been arrested simply for expressing their opinions peacefully, criticizing the 

authorities, or standing up for human rights.  This pattern of abuse must end. 

 

Please reveal where Ibrahim is, give him access to his family and lawyers and ensure that he is 

protected from torture and mistreatment.  Release Ibrahim unless he is charged with an 

internationally recognized crime.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

cc: Ambassador Yasser Reda 

3521 International Court NW 

Washington, DC  20008 

 


