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Vietnam:  Additional Prisoner Case Received from AIUSA 
 

For several months, our group’s case coordinator, Kathy Herbst, has been communicating 

with officials of Amnesty USA, pursuing our request to take on an additional prisoner case.  

That request has been approved, and Kathy has now received the case documentation for 

a Vietnamese prisoner of conscience named Tran Thi Nga.  She prepared this introductory 

paragraph about our new prisoner: 
 

Tran Thi Nga is a Prisoner of Conscience, sentenced to nine years imprisonment 

in 2017, to be followed by five years of house arrest.  She was a prominent activist 

in the aftermath of the environmental disaster caused by the industrial waste spill 

at the Formosa Steel plant.  She took part in demonstrations in Hanoi and used social 

media to urge the government to help local communities.  In response, she was arrested 

for her “propaganda against the state.”    

 

Our first action on this case will be a letter to the prime minister, which Kathy will bring to 

our September 17
th

 meeting, in the form of a petition.  We are then going to feature that letter 

as a writing opportunity in the October newsletter. 

 

Banned Books Week 
 

More than 30 years ago, the American Library Association initiated Banned Books Week, 

an action that takes place every September.  The event celebrates the freedom to read, 

and calls attention to attempts to ban books from schools and libraries.  Human rights groups, 

including Amnesty, complement the event with actions supporting people around the world 

who have been imprisoned, threatened, or murdered because of what they wrote or published 

or because of their work in the publishing or media industries.  In this issue, we have two cases 

from an impressive packet that AIUSA sent out for Banned Books Week. 

 

Write for Rights 2019 
 

This Group 39 event is scheduled for Monday, December 9
th

.  Save the date! 
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Banned Books Week:  2019 Cases 
 

In this issue, as noted on Page 1, we are featuring two of the eleven cases in the AIUSA packet.  

The other nine cases are summarized below, and on the next page. 
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Banned Books Week:  2019 Cases (continued) 
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Banned Books Week:  2019 Cases – China 
 

This case is similar to the case we featured in our August newsletter.  In both situations, 

China is attempting to put pressure on a prominent person in the Uighur community in exile 

by imprisoning members of that person’s family. 
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Banned Books Week:  2019 Cases – China (continued) 
 

Here is a model letter, adapted from one in the Banned Books Week packet. 

 

Party Secretary of the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, Chen Quanguo 

479 Zhongshan Lu 

Wulumuqi Shi, Xinjiang 

People’s Republic of China 

 

Dear Secretary Chen: 

 

Hankezi Zikeli, 64, has suffered a nervous breakdown after having been detained in 

a “transformation through education” center in Urumqi since February 2018.  She is an aunt 

of Gulchehra Hoja, a Washington-based Radio Free Asia Uyghur Service journalist, and one 

of her 25 relatives who have been detained for more than one year.  According to a relative 

in the XUAR, who was told by a local police officer, Hankezi Zikeli has not spoken 

for several months and spends her day staring at the ceiling. 

 

Gulchehra Hoja learned in early 2018 that her relatives had all been detained in “transformation 

through education” centers in Urumqi and Yili in the XUAR after being linked to a WeChat 

group with her.  Other than this distressing news about her aunt Hankezi Zikeli, Gulchehra Hoja 

has had no updates about the situation of her brother Kaiser Keyum and other relatives. 

 

I am concerned about Hankezi Zikeli and Gulchehra Hoja’s other relatives’ safety in the facilities 

as they do not have access to a lawyer of their own choice, or to their family members, and thus 

they are at risk of torture or other ill-treatment. 

 

Therefore, I call on you, Secretary Chen, to: 

 Immediately and unconditionally release Hankezi Zikeli, along with all Gulchehra Hoja’s 

other relatives, unless there is sufficient credible and admissible evidence that they have 

committed an internationally recognized offence.  In any such cases, the individual must 

be granted a fair trial in line with international standards. 

 Ensure that Hankezi Zikeli and Gulchehra Hoja’s other relatives are not subjected to any 

torture or other ill-treatment and have regular and unrestricted access to a lawyer of their 

choice.  They must be able to communicate with family members and others, including 

with family members living in other countries, without interference, unless justified 

in line with international human rights law. 
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Banned Books Week:  2019 Cases – Vietnam 
 

We featured this case in our June newsletter, and since then we have signed a petition on it 

during each of our monthly meetings. 
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Banned Books Week:  2019 Cases – Vietnam (continued) 
 

Here is a model letter, adapted from one in the Banned Books Week packet. 

 

Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 

Sôì 16, Lê HôÌng Phong, 

Bà Ðình,  

Hanoi 

Vietnam 

 

Your Excellency: 

 

I am writing to express my concern about the treatment of Nguyen Van Hoa, a journalist and 

human rights defender who has been imprisoned solely for exercising his right to freedom of 

expression.   

 

Currently held in An Diem Prison, Nguyen Van Hoa has been tortured by prison officials in an 

attempt to force him to admit his “crime”.  After refusing to cooperate, he was placed in solitary 

confinement on 12 May and has remained there ever since. 

 

Nguyen Van Hoa was arrested in January 2017, after covering a public demonstration on 

the Formosa Steel environmental disaster.  He was convicted and sentenced to seven years 

in prison on the charge of “conducting propaganda against the state”. 

 

Vietnam is a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 

Convention Against Torture.  The Constitution of Viet Nam also explicitly bans the use of 

torture and other ill-treatment.  As a result, the Vietnamese government is obligated to end 

the use of torture by its law enforcement officials, as well as to promptly and effectively 

investigate allegations of torture and bring to justice anyone suspected to be responsible. 

 

Specifically, I urge you to: 

 Immediately and unconditionally release Nguyen Van Hoa, who is a prisoner of 

conscience.  He has been imprisoned solely for peacefully exercising his right to 

freedom of expression. 

 Pending his release, ensure Nguyen Van Hoa is protected from torture and other 

ill-treatment while in prison.  There must be a prompt and impartial investigation 

into allegations of torture. 
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Vietnam:  Update of Formosa Steel Environmental Disaster 
 

Both Nguyen Van Hoa and our new prisoner, Tran Thi Nga, have been imprisoned in Vietnam because 

of their activities in behalf of victims of the toxic chemical spill by Formosa Steel in 2016.  In June 2019, 

a French press agency published this report on a recent development in that case. 

 

Victims of Formosa Spill in Vietnam Seek Compensation 
 

Lawyers in Taiwan launched a multi-million dollar lawsuit against the industrial conglomerate Formosa 

on Tuesday, on behalf of thousands of Vietnamese whose livelihoods were ruined by a toxic spill that 

devastated fish stocks. 

 

Formosa’s huge steel plant in Ha Tinh province was fined $500 million by the Vietnamese government 

in 2016 for pouring chemicals – including cyanide – into the ocean, sparking one of the country’s worst 

environmental catastrophes.  The spill devastated fishing communities along swathes of coastline and 

prompted months of rare protests in the one-party state. 

 

Dozens of local and Vietnamese activists rallied outside the district court in Taipei this week as lawyers 

lodged their claim. 

 

“I saw with my own eyes dead fish floating in the sea.  There are no fish in the ocean to catch now... 

we are forced to leave our home to go to other countries to find work,” said Nguyen, a former fisherman 

who asked to be identified only by his family name.  “I hope Taiwan’s independent judiciary will 

seriously handle the case to return justice to the victims and I hope Formosa will give Vietnam back 

a clean ocean so the fish will return,” he added. 

 

Some 7,875 people from the affected areas have joined the group lawsuit initially seeking at least $4.46 

million in compensation, according to Taiwan’s Environmental Rights Foundation, which is assisting 

the victims.  They also hope that the lawsuit will help shed some light into how the $500 million fine 

has been used to clean up the environment, due to a lack of information in authoritarian Vietnam. 

 

Activists said that even though the pollution occurred in Vietnam, Taiwan’s court has the jurisdiction 

because the defendants – board members and major shareholders of Formosa Ha Tinh Steel Corporation – 

are mostly Taiwanese.  “This is the first case filed against a Taiwanese company for causing massive 

environmental impact abroad.  We hope the court will take the challenge to handle the case and set 

a good precedent,” said Tu Yu-wen, head of the foundation. 

 

The company said in a statement it paid $500 million to compensate fishermen in August 2016, 

to be distributed by the Vietnamese government.  But activists said only “some people” received 

compensation and that the Vietnamese government has jailed people who demanded greater 

compensation. 

 

The toxic spill set off angry demonstrations against the company.  Several activists were arrested and 

convicted for their involvement in the protests. 

 

Formosa’s $11-billion steel plant, which was under construction at the time of the disaster, was given the 

green light to resume operations in April 2017 after officials found it had addressed dozens of violations. 

 

However, the company was fined for a second time – an additional $25,000 – in December 2017 

for illegally burying “harmful” solid waste in the ground the year before. 

 


