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Group 39 Write-a-thon:  Lots of Letters! 
 

The turnout for this year’s Write-a-thon was smaller than usual, but the folks in attendance were 

really productive.  By the end of the evening, more than 400 letters had been written! 

 

Our colleagues from the Sisters of Divine Providence were not able to attend this year’s event, 

but Sister Bernie, with assistance from Sister Cathy, organized a letter-writing effort that 

produced 60 letters.  Other members of our group, working from their homes, wrote at least 

three dozen more letters. 

 

As always, the “Write for Rights” event was a truly appropriate way to celebrate the anniversary 

of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Amnesty International Announces New Secretary General 
 

At the end of July, Salil Shetty will complete his second term as Amnesty’s Secretary General.  

On December 21
st
, the International Board announced that his successor as Secretary General 

will be Dr. Kumi Naidoo, a man of considerable experience in leading human rights and 

environmental organizations.  See Page 3 for more on this important development. 

 

January 16th at Providence Heights 
 

When we get together next week at Providence Heights, there will be lots to discuss, including 

action opportunities opened up by the presence – at long last – of a U.S. ambassador in Vietnam 

(see Pages 4 and 5 for details). 

 

We’ll have a number of petitions to sign, including appeals in behalf of Thich Quang Do 

(Vietnam), Sing Chanthakoummane (Laos) and Raif Badawi (Saudi Arabia – see Page 2). 

 

This month marks the 28
th

 anniversary of the founding of the group.  We hope you can join us! 
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Saudi Arabia:  Model Letter in Behalf of Raif Badawi 
 

As of this month, it has been three years since Raif Badawi received 50 lashes (out of a sentence 

of 1000 lashes).  An international outcry has forced the government to back away from executing 

the rest of that sentence, but this prisoner of conscience remains in detention.  This model letter 

is adapted from the petition that we will sign at next week’s meeting. 

 

 

His Majesty King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud 

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 

Office of His Majesty the King 

Royal Court, Riyadh 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 

 
 

Your Majesty: 

 

I am writing to ask you to release Raif Badawi immediately and unconditionally, because he is 

a prisoner of conscience, held solely for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression. 

 

Raif Badawi has been unjustly detained since June 2012.  In January 2015, he was subjected to 

50 lashes, and the threat of 950 more lashes hangs over him. 

 

I urge you to drop all charges against Badawi, immediately and unconditionally.  
His sentence must be quashed, and the authorities currently holding him prisoner must be 

prevented from completing the flogging punishment against him. 

 

I am deeply concerned that Raif Badawi is one of many activists in Saudi Arabia who have been 

persecuted for the “crime” of openly expressing their views online.  Your government must stop 

arresting, charging, prosecuting, and sentencing your citizens for simply exercising their rights to 

freedom of expression, association, and assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

cc: Ambassador Khalid bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 

Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia 

601 New Hampshire Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20037 
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London:  International Board Names Dr. Kumi Naidoo as Next Secretary General 
 

 
 

This photo of Dr. Kumi Naidoo was taken in France in December 2015, during a United Nations 

conference on climate change.  At that time, Dr. Naidoo was serving as the Executive Director of 

Greenpeace International. 

 

It is fair to say that Kumi Naidoo has been an activist all his life.  In 1980, at the age of 15, 

he was expelled from high school in his native South Africa, because of his anti-apartheid 

activities.  Continuing to work as a community organizer, he was arrested several times and 

had to go underground before having to leave South Africa. 

 

He ended up at Oxford University in England – as a Rhodes Scholar – before returning to 

South Africa in 1990, after Nelson Mandela was released from prison.  At the beginning of 

the post-apartheid era, his focus was on adult literacy and voter education.  He soon moved 

into leadership positions in various civil society organizations, culminating in his work for 

Greenpeace from 2009 to 2015.  He currently chairs three start-up organizations in his home 

country:  Africans Rising for Justice, Peace and Dignity; the Campaign for a Just Energy Future; 

and the Global Climate Finance Campaign. 

 

His appointment as Amnesty’s Secretary General followed an extensive global search 

by the International Board.  A professional search firm reviewed close to 200 applications, 

with a greatly diverse field in terms of gender, background and geographical base.  Individuals 

on the resulting short list of seven applicants were interviewed by a Board sub-group, and then 

the three final candidates were interviewed by the entire International Board. 

 

The December 21
st
 announcement included this quote from Dr. Naidoo:  “I have been an activist 

and campaigner all my life, so I am naturally excited to be joining the world’s largest people 

movement for human rights at a time when we need to counter increasing attacks on basic 

freedoms and on civil society around the globe.  This means adapting to a fluid fast-changing 

global environment with urgency, passion, and courage.  Amnesty International’s campaigns 

for justice and equality today are more urgent than ever, and I am humbled and honored to be 

leading the organization in these challenging times.” 
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Washington:  Career Diplomat Confirmed as U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam 
 

Over the past twelve months, Donald Trump has established a shameful record of nominating 

grossly unqualified individuals to fill important government positions.  This case, however, 

appears to be an exception.   

 

Daniel Kritenbrink, as you can see below in his bio from the State Department website, 

does not speak Vietnamese, but he certainly does have a great deal of relevant experience 

in the region. 
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Washington:  Committee Chair’s Letter to Ambassador Kritenbrink 
 

Obviously, Ambassador Kritenbrink will have a number of human rights issues to discuss with 

the government of Vietnam – if the Trump administration allows him to do so. 

 

Here is one such issue.  From the website of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, this is a letter 

from the chair – Edward Royce of California – to Ambassador Kritenbrink.  Note the mention of 

Thich Quang Do.  Incidentally, Congressman Royce will be retiring at the end of this term. 

 

 
 


