Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba

Embassy of the United Arab Emirates

3522 International Court, NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC 20008

Your Excellency,

I am concerned that the ongoing mass trial of 84 Emirati men, including 26 prisoners of conscience, among them Ahmed Mansoor, Nasser bin Ghaith, and Mohammed al-Roken, is politically motivated and disregards the defendants’ right to a fair trial.     

The trial is based on charges of establishing and supporting a “terrorist organization”, which refers to the Justice and Dignity Committee, an organization that has called for democratic and social reform. At least 66 of the defendants were already previously convicted in 2013 on similar charges, so that this new trial appears to violate the principle of double jeopardy. There have been multiple other instances of violations of international fair trial standards, such as witness tampering, information withheld from lawyers, etc.

I ask the Emirati authorities to immediately and unconditionally release the 84 men, many of who are considered of prisoners of conscience, since they have been charged for activities that are protected under international human rights law.

Sincerely,

