Princess Reema Bandar Al-Saud
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
601 New Hampshire Ave NW
Washington, DC 20037
Your Royal Highness,
On 10 February, Saudi woman human rights defender Loujain al-Hathloul was conditionally released from prison. In December 2020, she was convicted to a lengthy prison sentence by the Specialized Criminal Court, based on trumped-up charges related to her peaceful work promoting women’s rights.
She was subjected to lengthy spells in solitary confinement, torture and sexual abuse during her detention. Even now she faces the risk of re-imprisonment and a travel ban of five years. In addition, no action has been taken to investigate her allegations of being tortured and harassed in prison.
I call on the Saudi authorities to overturn Loujain al-Hathloul’s conviction and drop all probation conditions, including the travel ban. Furthermore, I call on the authorities to ensure an impartial, effective investigation into her reports of torture, and to implement steps that such ill-treatment of detainees does not occur in the future.
Sincerely,
