His Majesty Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
The Custodian of the two Holy Mosques
Royal Court
Riyadh

Kingdom of Saudia Arabia


Your Majesty,

With this letter I respectfully ask you to consider the case of Abdulkareem al-Hawaj. He was sentenced to death on 27 July 2016 on charges of participating in riots and other activities against the state. At the time of the alleged offenses, in August 2012, Abdulkareem al-Hawaj was only 16 years. Therefore he is protected under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which Saudia Arabia is a party, and which strictly prohibits the death penalty for crimes committed by persons under the age of 18.
Moreover, his conviction appears to be based mainly on confessions he made while being held in prison. Abdulkareem al-Hawaj maintains that he was forced to confess, by being tortured while in prison, held in solitary confinement for several months, and denied access to a lawyer when he was interrogated. During court proceedings, he denied all charges against him.
Thus I ask you to overturn the conviction of Abdulkareem al-Hawaj and order a retrial in line with fair trial standards and international law to which Saudi Arabia is a state party. I also ask you to order an investigation into the allegations of torture during his detention. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

