His Majesty King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
c/o Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
601 New Hampshire Ave NW
Washington, DC 20037

Your Majesty,
I am writing to ask you not to ratify the execution of Mustafa al-Darwish and to overturn his conviction. Mustafa al-Darwish was sentenced to death by the Special Criminal Court on March 28, 2018 for allegedly participating in anti-government riots in 2011 and 2012. The conviction is, in part, based on the defendant’s “confessions”, but he has testified in court that these were obtained under torture. In addition, he did not have access to a lawyer during pre-trial detention and he was placed in solitary confinement for extended period of several months during that time. Furthermore, the defendant may have been under the age of 18 years at the time of the alleged crimes, in which case he should have been tried under juvenile law.

Given these serious violations of procedural rights, I ask you stop the execution of Mustafa al-Darwish and to order a re-trial in line with international due-process standards. Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

