Supreme Leader ‘Ali Khamenei,

c/o the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran

622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor

New York, NY 10017

Your Excellency,

The well-known Iranian rapper and hip-hop artist Toomaj Salehi has been convicted of “corruption

on earth” and sentenced to more than six years in prison and a ban on his artistic activities, on account on his support of protests that took place after the death of Mahsa Amini in custody one year ago. His conviction is a violation of the fundamental right to freedom of expression.

Since his arrest in October 2022, Toomaj Salehi has been held in prolonged solitary confinement and reportedly subjected to beatings and other ill treatment and torture. 

I ask you to void Toomaj Salehi’s conviction, ensure that he is immediately and unconditionally released, and lift the artistic ban imposed on him. Please also make sure that the allegations of torture and other ill-treatment are being investigated independently.

Yours Sincerely, 

