Supreme Leader Ayatollah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei
c/o Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic or Iran to the U.N.
622 3rd Avenue, 34th floor

New York, NY 10017


Your Excellency,

Please allow me to take a few minutes of your time to draw your attention to the case of Zeinab Sekaanvand Lokran, a 22-year old woman in West Azerbaijan Province, who was sentenced to death for allegedly killing her husband. I am concerned that she did not receive a just trial. Her conviction was based on a confession she made during police detention, but the court did not consider her statements that she made this confession as a result of being tortured while in custody, without access to a lawyer, and under pressure from the husband's family. The court also did not consider the fact that she was under 18 years old at the time of the crime, so that the juvenile sentencing provisions of Iran's Islamic Penal Code should apply in her case.

Thus I respectfully ask you to immediately stop any plans to execute Zeinab Sekaanvand Lokran and to order a fair retrial, in accordance with juvenile sentencing principles, which prohibit the application of the death penalty to persons who were below 18 years old when the crime was committed. Furthermore, I ask you to call for a impartial and thorough investigation into claims of torture and other ill-treatment during her detention.

Sincerely,

