Chief Minister Raman Singh
Civil Line
Raipur, Chhattisgarh – 492 001

India


Dear Sir, 

I am writing to draw your attention to the illegitimate incarceration of journalist Santosh Yadav. Mr. Yadav was arrested in September of this year for allegedly being involved in rioting, conspiracy, murder and being part of the Maoist rebel movement. No evidence to support these claims has been presented, and it appears that he has been arrested in retribution for this work on documenting police brutality against the Adivasis in Bastar district. According to his lawyer, Mr. Yadav has previously faced harassment while conducting his work, including being beaten by state police.

In light of these facts, I urge you to call for the immediate and unconditional release of Santosh Yadav. Until his release, please ensure that he has regular access to a lawyer and his family and is protected from torture and other ill-treatment. 

I am counting on your support to ensure that journalists can carry out their work in Bastar without harassment and threat of arrest, and that the local and state police adhere to these principles.
Sincerely,

