His Excellency Ambassador Seleshi Bekele Awulachew

Ethiopian Embassy in the United States

3506 International Drive, NW,

Washington DC 20008

Your Excellency,
I am concerned by the ongoing arbitrary detention of journalists in Ethiopia since the state of emergency declaration. Amongst them is Belay Manaye, co-founder and presenter of Ethio News, a YouTube based news channel, who was arrested on November 13, 2023, in Addis Ababa. He has not received any information regarding the grounds for his detention, nor has he been granted access to a lawyer or received a hearing in court. It appears that his arrest is related to his reporting about the conflict in the Amhara region.

I call on you to immediately and unconditionally release Belay Manaye and the other arbitrarily detained journalists, and to ensure that the fundamental rights to freedom of expression and freedom of press are protected in Ethiopia.

Yours sincerely,

